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Welcome to the 1st Edition of 
CalgaryAV Quarterly designed to 
educate and inform you about the 
latest in audio, visual, automation 
& lighting.  This month we re-
iterate a few of the reasons we 
encourage people to stay away 
from Smart TVs, and instead opt 
for other, more versatile products. 
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This Quarter 

We know companies can be 
persuasive – and with multi-
million dollar marketing budgets, 
you can bet they do their part to 
convince you that you need what 
they’ve got. Here are our own tips 
to help you decide what’s best. 
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CalgaryAV 
TechTips 

Apple… some – let’s be honest – 
MILLIONS of people love it; 
others hate it.  At CalgaryAV, we 
like many of Apple’s innovations 
– WHY?  Because they work.  
Under the microscope this issue is 
the Apple Airport Express.  This 
nifty wireless router comes in at 
about $100, is easy (continued…) 

HDTV For Free 
CTV, Global, CityTV, CBC: How to cut the cord in Calgary & Airdrie 

 

Do you find yourself watching more programming via on-line 
services such as Netflix versus live TV from Shaw or Telus?  Did 
you know that you can get local HD channels for free? 

We recently "cut the cord" and haven't looked back. 

Continued on page 2 
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to setup, and provides good wireless 
functionality.  Whether you’re creating a 
new network, adding to, or just boosting 
your wireless signal, this device will likely 
do the trick for most. 

The Airport Express boasts dual-band 802.11n Wi-Fi, 
integrated AirPlay (which is really cool because it allows 
you to stream audio wirelessly over your existing Wi-Fi 
network to connected speakers throughout your home 
from other wireless devices), and 2 Ethernet ports 
(1xWAN; 1xLAN) that can be used to hardwire this 
handy unit into your existing home network or to connect 
other devices such as network printers.  Put your printer 
just about anywhere in the house instead of where your 
computer and network jack locations dictate.  Apple has 
also built-in the option to create a guest network – so next 
time people come to visit, you can give them your guest 
network password without worrying about compromising 
your secure data and private network. 

Small and sleek in it’s design, it fits nicely into any 
modern room and can usually be entirely hidden from 
sight if desired. 

What the Airport Express is not?  It’s wireless range and 
overall performance is mediocre compared to some other 
products, however, for its price point it performs well.  It 
also lacks a Gigabit Ethernet connection which has 
largely become a standard for the industry; and it does 
not support external USB storage devices. 

Overall this product performs well, is simple, intuitive 
and should satisfy most. 

(Continued) 

Apple Airport Express 
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• A common mistake we see people 
make when shopping for cabinets 
to store their A/V gear, is that 
they only factor in the depth of 
the equipment itself.  When all 
the cables are connected, 
however, it adds an additional 3-
4” of space required.  Make sure 
you factor this in when shopping 
for appropriate storage. 

• When installing in-wall and/or 
in-ceiling speakers make sure 
that you take note of the location 
of nearby studs or joists.  If you 
mark out the centre of the 
speaker too close to your 
framing you’ll likely have to re-
position it, which may leave 
unwanted holes in your drywall. 

• For the “Do-It-Yourselfers” just 
a quick note about network 
wiring alongside power lines.  
Power lines interfere with your 
network signals in close 
proximity.  Where you do need to 
cross them, try to run them 
perpendicular to each other to 
reduce interference. 

http://www.calgaryav.com/ 

Why You Shouldn’t Buy a Smart TV! 

CalgaryAV TechTips 
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Android device, it doesn’t 
mean you can’t experience 
the benefits of Apple’s 
AirPlay.  There are several 
apps available for Android 
that make it easy to stream 
your music and other 
content from your Android 
device to your Apple TV 
or other AirPlay-enabled 
hardware. 
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About CalgaryAV 

Phone/Text: (403) 836-8663 
info@calgaryav.com | www.calgaryav.com 

 
 


