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When your builder tells you that 
your new home comes wired for 
automation, many people assume 
this means they’ll have the 
flexibility to do whatever they 
want – put a TV in one room and 
all of the audio/video hardware 
for it in another, for instance.  
This is not always as… 
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This Quarter 

When people ask what we 
recommend our answer usually 
depends on what they want to 
achieve in the end.  This quarter’s 
TechTips, therefore, start off by 
highlighting the importance of 
being clear about what you want.  
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Lighting is critical when it comes 
to certain settings – Movies, 
music, dining, work and 
relaxation are all better with great 
lighting.  Bringing you the ability 
to create the ambience you desire 
at the touch of a button is “hue” 
by Phillips.  At roughly $60 per 
bulb, these remarkable lights, 
while expensive, are a great… 

Home Automation isn’t just for wealthy people. 

 

Technology isn’t what it used to be.  For decades, the idea of home 
automation was reserved strictly for those in the upper echelons of society.  
Spending tens of thousands or even $100,000 or more on a system to create 
the perfect “smart” home wasn’t out of the question.  The good news is that 
today, just about anyone can automate their home without breaking the bank. 

Continued on page 2 
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hue by Phillips 
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• Everyone’s heard the saying that 
“if you fail to plan, you plan to 
fail.”  This is certainly true when 
talking about home automation.  
Know what you want before you 
start so that you have the whole 
picture outlined upfront.  Clarity 
is key! 

• Still docking your iPod or other 
mobile device?  Tired of getting 
up every time you want to change 
songs or play a different 
playlist?  Consider going 
wireless.  Most manufacturers 
now have apps that allow you to 
stream your content wirelessly 
from wherever you happen to be 
in your home.  Many options 
require little additional 
hardware at nominal expense. 

• Pulling wire yourself?  Try to 
pull everything in one pull by 
determining how many wires and 
which wires you need first, and 
then tape all of their ends 
together.  This will save you time 
and headaches later and ensures 
that you pull enough wire to get 
from point A to B easily. 

…straightforward as it could be, however.  Builders, and more specifically their 
sub-contractors, often wire homes in a way that subsequently forces you into a 
particular system and/or additional hardware. 

Whether by design or by accident, what saves them a hundred dollars can often 
cost you $500 to retrofit.  Say you have a TV in your living room and you want to 
hook it up to some hardware (such as a cable box, DVD player, etc.) in another 
room.  At the very least you’re going to need a network (Cat5 or Cat6) cable, and 
preferably 2 plus an HDMI.  If you’ve got all 3 then you should be up and running 
in most cases.  If, however, you’ve just got one network cable, you will likely 
need a balun – in essence an adaptor – that allows you to send HDMI signals over 
standard network cables.  These nifty devices are great but they typically run 
several hundred dollars each… and guess what?  If you’ve got TVs in your 
bedrooms, kitchen, basement, etc. then you can multiply the number of baluns 
you’ll need – a scenario that can add significant cost to your budget. 

Granted, if you ask your builder to include enough wire hookups throughout your 
home to allow significant flexibility in the future, you’ll be expected to pay a little 
more upfront. 

We suggest that you become involved in the design process so that your builder 
really understands what you want and vice versa.  From there, you can decide 
what are “must-haves” and what are “nice-to-haves,” and price out your options if 
say your builder includes them as opposed to you retrofitting after the fact. 

Questions you should ask are: 

• How many wires will be run from my TV locations and what are they 
(Cat5, Cat6, Coaxial, HDMI, etc.)? 

• What can I do with them (i.e. send HDMI (high definition audio & video), 
network data, power, etc.)? 

• How can I move (hide) my equipment later using the cables supplied and 
will I require additional hardware? 

• What is the premium you would charge for an extra _____ cable(s)? http://www.calgaryav.com/ 

Knowing Your Options 
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launch of iOS 8 scheduled 
for this fall.  With several 
improvements in the 
works, it’s another step 
towards Apple’s foray into 
automation.  For instance, 
iPhone owners will now 
be able to answer calls on 
their Mac or iPad, and 
even send SMS messages 
from any of them. 
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LED lighting in place of incandescent bulbs can save you money and 
add color to your life.  Consider using LED strips around the back of 

your TV, under your kitchen counter, and around your bar. 


